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which the great musician and composer Swati Tirunal Maharaja played. This instrument has now become extinct, the last performer being the Kunjar Raja of the Mavelikara Family whose soul-thrilling performances it has been my proud privilege and great honour to have listened to and enjoyed over 53 years ago. It is indeed a pity that no efforts have either been made or are being made to resuscitate* this divinely blessed instrument.
Another work of art which arrests on^'s attention r*t tho top of the stair-case is a wonderfully worked brass chest with a wealth of carving all round This was used by Swati Tirunal for keeping his valuables,
The Tibetan room is a separate study by itself. The typical Tibetan banners and deities form a very fine collection full of interest for an antiquarian or archaeologist. "One curious exhibit is a trumpet 9 ft. 4 inches long, used in the temples. The reliquary kept here is an exquisite piece of artwork.
The Royal robes exhibited here date from the reign of Ayilliam Tirunal Maharaja (18604880) and form a resplendent collection and furnish an idea of the evolution of the Royal dress in Travancore. The ivory throne of Karthika Tirunal Maharaja (1758-1798) with a canopy supported by four silver pillars is a masterpiece of ivory carving in the old style of figures.
In the Religious room a few paintings in colours are exhibited which are all drawn on glass. One tall figure of Sri Rama merits attention as it was worshipped by His Highness Swati Tirunal, the musician Maharaja- Sri Krishna seated in his chariot during the battle of Kurukshethra is represented as initiating Arjuna into the teachings of the Bhagavatgita. All these are of considerable antiquity. Some bell-metal pieces